Choose and Use Your Silver Wisely by Rutherford, Margaret
Volume 27
Number 8 The Iowa Homemaker vol.27, no.8 Article 6
1947
Choose and Use Your Silver Wisely
Margaret Rutherford
Iowa State College
Follow this and additional works at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker
Part of the Home Economics Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Student Publications at Iowa State University Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Iowa Homemaker by an authorized editor of Iowa State University Digital Repository. For more information, please contact
digirep@iastate.edu.
Recommended Citation
Rutherford, Margaret (1947) "Choose and Use Your Silver Wisely," The Iowa Homemaker: Vol. 27 : No. 8 , Article 6.
Available at: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/homemaker/vol27/iss8/6
by Margm·et Rutherford 
~0 YOU have found yourself looking dreamily into 
Ul some display window at a tempting set of silver-
ware or an array of patterns. No doubt, every woman 
has a secret hope that some day she will own a set 
of sterling silverware. 
You find yourself trying to decide just how import-
ant silver is to you, and what it will mean if you do 
decide to invest in sterling. If you are interested in 
makinf!; a lasting investment and if you think that 
you will be able to afford a set eventually, then you 
are safe in choosing sterling silver. If cost is an 
important item to you then a good set of silverplate 
may be more within your means. 
Your future economic status will influence you as 
you make this decision. If you look forward with 
good reason to a home in which you will do a good 
deal of entertaining you can begin to plan now to save 
your nest egg for silver. With silver as expensive as 
it is just now you would be wise to save your money 
and do your purchasing when prices are more rea-
sonable. If you look forward to a modest income 
think twice before you set your heart on sterling. A 
table set with well chosen silverplate can be just as 
lovely as one dressed up in more expensive garb. 
Ash Dealer's Advice 
Assuming that you do decide to btiy sterling silver, 
now is the time to learn all you can about it. Don't 
choose .your sterling lightly because it is a lasting 
purchase. You will wish to be proud to own it the 
rest of your life. It should be in a pattern that you 
like and that you will take real pride in using. The 
value of silver has always made it desirable, and its 
durability makes it posible to hand it on from genera-
tion to generation. 
Do not hesitate to ask the help of a reputable dealer 
who makes it his business to know silverware. Ex-
amine all the information that you can get in the 
way of booklets, books or authoritative articles. To-
day's federal laws reduce many of the hazards once 
confronting the si lver purchaser. The methods of 
modern production make it possible for you to own 
silver far superior in beauty and quality to many 
cherished old pieces. 
As you window shop your first interest will prob-
ably be in design or pattern. Your tastes and individ-
uality will guide you here in making a choice from 
among the hundreds of excellent choices offered. 
Choose your silver to fit into the type of home that you 
will want. You may like modern or period designs, 
or you will choose a dainty or an elaborate set, de-
pending on your personality. 
Consider the decorative design carefully in any 
case. Is it clean-cut, distinct and well balanced? Will 
it be just as appropriate 50 years from now as it is 
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today? Ornament helps to protect the pieces from 
scratches and wear. If the piece is decorated by 
pierced or cut-out design, make certain that the inner 
edges of the pattern are smooth and have no rough 
or unfinished edges. 
A piece of silverware should feel right inside your 
hand. If it feels unwieldy or unbalanced, be skeptical. 
( 
c:::::: 
Whether you choose sterling silver or silverplate for your homt 
Th e lust1·e of the silver will be certain to add just the right lou 
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Handles should be comfortable in your grasp as they 
will be used. Knives should feel natural in a cutting 
position. Don't consider cheap sterling with the idea 
of saving money. You will be cheating yourself in the 
long run. 
There are three finishes given to silver to get desired 
effects with various patterns. The bright finish is the 
dinner table can be an outlet for your decorative imagination. 
rsed with well chosen china, glass and an ornamental centerpiece 
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most highly polished and lends the silver a mirror-like 
quality. The butler finish, which takes its name from 
the painstaking polishing of the old English butler, is 
more mellow, less brilliant. And the gray one is 
lighter, with less contrast and reflection. It closely 
resembles the natural patina that silver takes on with 
age. 
The manufacturer accents the brilliance of silver 
sometimes by oxidizing or blackening the crevices of 
the desiRn. This serves to break up the light and 
gives it different tones and values of light. You should 
never try to polish out these lines. 
You will want to become familiar with the trade 
marks of the leading silver manufacturers. The reput-
able American silversmith is jealous of his trademark 
and product and takes every precaution to maintain 
his hard-won place among artistic and reliable crafts-
men. 
It is not necessary to buy an entire set of sterling 
at one time. Start with the basic place settings for 
two, four or six and add extra pieces and settings as 
you can afford them. A basic setting consists of a 
luncheon (or dinner) fork, luncheon knife, teaspoon, 
soup spoon, butter spreader and salad fork. 
Buy Separate Pieces 
You can select your pieces individually to fit the type 
of serving you will do. Perhaps you will prefer to 
have two teaspoons rather than the little used soup 
spoon. Luncheon pieces are usually preferred to the 
heavier dinner settings. A place setting in sterling 
will cost between $24 and $30. Silverplate is about 
a third as costly. Serving pieces are the most expen-
sive. One tablespoon is about $6.50 and that is a small 
beginning. 
In behalf of plated ware, you may wish to consider 
that there are fine quality, durable products on the 
market now and that it is being improved right along. 
A good set of plated silver should last you for the 
major part of your lifetime if it is properly cared for. 
You should select plated utensils with the same 
considerations in mind that you would use in select-
ing sterling-. Look also for guarantees and for ade-
quate reinforcement at the points of wear. These 
points are the backs of spoon bowls, cutting edges 
and handles. 
Proper care of your table ware will increase its 
beauty and durability. The nature of silver is such 
that it will combine with sulfur compounds in the 
air given off by such thing-s as coal, gas, rubber, eggs 
and moist hands. This will cause a tarnished appear-
ance. 
Use Silver Daily 
The best way to keep silver bright might be sum-
med up in two simple words: use it. There are many 
good silver creams on the market for cleaning silver. 
Choose one with no grit to prevent scratching. Polish 
lengthwise of the piece. Wash your silver often in 
hot water and soap suds, carefully rinse it and dry it 
thoroughly with a soft dish towel. If you sort the 
pieces before washing into spoons, knives and forks 
you will help to prevent scratching them in the dish 
pan. 
Pieces which are used only occasionally should be 
wrapped in colored flannel cases or sulfur-free tissue 
and kept in a chest or drawer which is as nearly air-
tight as possible. Tarnish-proof chests are available 
now. Years of use only add beauty to your silver 
so enjoy it. Use it every day, 7 days a week. 
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